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Planning a visit?

Free School Meals
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From this summer children attending
Faith Public School in Rajahmundry will not
only be fed spiritually but will now receive a
free midday meal each day. This will entail

some work to add kitchen facilities to the
existing buildings which will cost just over
£1000. The yearly cost of providing meals
will be approximately £5200. We've seen
the number of pupils drop over the last few

years and we hope this initiative will aid a
resurgence in pupil numbers. Not all
children at the school come from a 'deprived'
background but many do and this will help
to ensure all the children at the school have
at least 1 good meal a day. It will also take
some of the burden off parents, many of
whom find the current financial situation
difficult. Although India's economy
continues to grow at a faster rate than many
other countries the wealth isn't distributed
evenly and many families still find daily life
a struggle.

We thank you for your continued
support through the 'worldwide financial
crisis' as it's only through your generosity
that we can continue our work with the
children in India.

One of the requirements made by the
Indian authorities is that all our buildings
have a Building Stability Certificate.
. The region around the Nambikkai Illam
children’s homes has been subject to
earthquakes on more than one occasion.
As a result some significant cracks have
appeared over the years, particularly at the
boy’s home in Vengadu.

This year work started on fixing the
cracks and repainting the outside of the
boy’s home. This was no small job and
had a significant cost attached to it.
However with the threat from the
Compulsory Purchase Order receding it
was regarded as a much needed and
appropriate expenditure.

Another requirement was that the
kitchen facilities should be in a separate
building from the living accommodation.

Prices were sought for the job of
building a new kitchen at the girl’s home
at Navalur and work started early this year.
As you can see from the pictures on the
right this is now complete and the new
kitchen is almost ready to use.

We are delighted these two significant

pieces of work are now complete. This will
help ensure the buildings continue to be safe
and fit for purpose for staff and children
who live, and spend most of their time, at
the homes.

New Kitchen Built At Navalur
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We always request prayer for the
good of the children's Homes at
Nambikkai Illam, near Chennai,
India. We also mention that we
would be happy to utilise students or
young volunteers at the Homes on a
fixed term basis. We are aware that
opportunities for service are sought
during Gap years and the like and we

are seeking such a placement. Tasks
could include accompanying
children to and from school, helping
with homework, conducting nightly
prayer times, and a host of practical
jobs to better the infrastructure of the
Homes.

UK Trustees are visiting the
Homes in July, August and from

October through to
March and would be
able to help in the
induction process.

Anyone
interested should
contact Tessa
Sayers, our Chairperson, at
fwt.news@gmail.com

Gap Year?
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Have you ever wondered what happened to all the
children who have grown up and left Nambikkai Illam
over the last 20 or so years? We thought we'd catch up
with some them in the next few newsletters and update
you on what they're doing now.

This month we speak to David. David came to
Nambikkai Illam at the age of 4 and is described

by the staff as "being very short and being a very good
boy."

David, or Anbu, stayed at Nambikkai Illam all
through his childhood and studied at school until 10th
standard. After school David went to the Industrial
Training Institute and completed a motor mechanic

course. David now works as a Post
Operator for the Renault Nissan Alliance
near Sriperumbudur. David is currently
also doing a Diploma in Mechanical
Engineering.

The picture on the left was taken at
the start of year. Living only a few
miles from the homes David is
regularly in touch with the staff
keeping them posted on his progress.

David is just one of the hundreds
of people who've grown up in the
care of the Nambikkai Illam
children's homes. We'll bring you an
update from another one in the next
newsletter.

Where Are They Now?

Raising Funds For FWT
Chris and Tessa Sayers recently held an Indian

Banquet in Acklington Village Hall. Attendees paid a
£10 entrance fee and were treated to some classic Indian
dishes including; Makhani Murghi, Rogan Josh, Baigan
Tamatar and Til Ke Aloo.

Chris then gave a short presentation on FWT and its
work. A great night was had by all and over £300 was
raised for FWT. We thank Chris and Tessa for all the
work they put into the evening and for the money they
raised.

If you have an idea to raise funds for FWT and have
any questions feel free to contact us using the details on
the back page.

NameDavid (Anbu)
Came to Nambikkai Illam
Age 4 1/2
Age now21
Where is he now?
Living in Sriperumbudur working for
Renault-Nissan Alliance
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THANK YOU
FROM ALL THE CHILDREN AT FAITH PUBLIC SCHOOL!
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THANK YOU
FROM ALL THE CHILDREN AT FAITH PUBLIC SCHOOL!



Originally from the beautiful Kerala state Leela
moved to Tamil Nadu, and Chennai, to study and
work as a social worker. In 1992 she took on a role at
Nambikkai Illam, at the time a home for boys only. In
her time at Nambikkai Illam she has overseen many
changes including; the extending of the hostel at
Vengadu, construction of the girls hostel and the first
intake of girls. She has worked through the
uncertainty of the Compulsory Purchase Order and
was there when the church building was opened in the
village next to the homes. Many of the children, who
have now grown up and left, regard Leela as a mother
and are forever grateful to her.
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L
Leela grew up in the

picturesque state of Kerala in
South West India. As Leela grew
up she seriously considered
becoming a nun but Leela felt God
leading her towards a career caring
for children. Leela moved to Tamil
Nadu to study and qualified as a
social worker. Before coming to
work at Nambikkai Illam Leela
worked with 144 children suffering
from polio. "I joined (Nambikkai
Illam) as an assistant warden. One
of my friends compelled me to
work here. After one year the
warden left, all told me to do the
warden job. I did not agree but Mrs
Rani Dharmaraj and Mr Roger
Higgins advised me and I started to
work. I loved the children very
much. I enjoyed working with
N.I.T. trustees and FWT trustees.
They all helped and supported me
to do good work. So I stayed 20
years."

As you'd expect when you live
and work with the same people
every day rifts can creep in and
staff relations at times can be
strained. Leela cites Psalm 38:8 "I
am feeble and utterly crushed; I
groan in anguish of heart." as a
verse she could identify with at
low points but confidently states
that "when problems come I climb
one more step nearer to Him."

When asked about her
favourite memory at Nambikkai

Illam there is no doubt; "I like
most of all the Christmas
Programme. Girls dress with full
skirt and blouse. Boys wear shirt
and trousers. They get ready for
dance and action songs. It is very
interesting. They walk here and
there, showing the visitors their
dress and gift, they play with the
toys with family members who
may be present but at the end of

the day I am very tired and I have
no voice left to talk to anybody."

Working at Nambikkai Illam is
hard work "I get up 4am and pray
then I listen to radio bible study.
At 6am we have prayer with the
children and then I help small girls
brushing, bathing, dressing and
studying. 7.45am is breakfast time
and I serve them food then at
8.30am get them ready to go to
school. 10am prayer for staff then
I do my office work. When girls
come home I give them tea and
snacks and they go to play. At 6pm
I help them with their studies.
7.30pm is prayer for all. 8pm is
dinner then 9pm small girls go to
bed and big girls study. 10pm I go
to sleep."

On 27th February a
celebration day was held to mark

Leela's 20 years when around 36
old boys and girls came back to
visit "It was unexpected for me!
Brian uncle and Elsie aunty had
contacted the children who'd left. I
did not know anything, it was a
surprise for me. I saw all the boys
and girls and I was very very
happy. I forgot myself and where I
was. I do not know what to say, no
words for me to express. I thank
Brian uncle and Elsie aunty; they
arranged everything so well."

"Everything is my favourite
thing but I enjoy when girls play
cooking. They have a small
kitchen set, I am a very poor cook,
but I enjoy when girls play at
cooking. I like when the boys drive
toy car or bike and make the
sounds."

The Faith Welfare Trust
Trustees would like to thank Leela
for all the dedication and love she
has given to the children during
her time at Nambikkai Illam, and
we look forward to celebrating 25
years!

eela started working at Nambikkai Illam 20 years ago as the
assistant warden and within a year she became warden. There have
been ups and downs over the last 20 years but for the 271 children
she's cared for in that time she's made a huge difference in their
lives with many regarding her as a mother...

Miss T Leela
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"I did not know anything, it

was a surprise for me. I

saw all the boys and girls

and I was very very happy."



Many of us can look back fondly on happy childhood memories and, perhaps, on
experiences that shaped our characters and outlook in later life – hopefully for the
better. Most people are quick to recall the influence that others have had on them,
especially in the more formative years, through kindness, good example and wise
advice. What happens in childhood can and does transform lives.

The years that are spent by the children at Nambikkai Illam are ones that lay the
foundation for their adult lives and will influence their futures in many different
ways. Of vital importance, of course, are the safety and security, the reliable supply
of healthy food, access to an education and the fun of living and playing with the
other children. The other hugely important aspect of the years they spend at
Nambikkai Illam is the Christian environment and education they receive, coupled
with the examples shown by the wardens of the homes. I'm sure the impact of these
stay with them long after they have left the confines of the home and are making their
way in the world.

It must have been marvellous for Leela, at her 20year celebration, to meet up
with so many fine young adults who she cared for as children and to see the fruit of
her labours. They showered her with gifts but they had received a far more valuable
gift from her, and from all those who make the work of FWT possible by their
support.
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You can help!

Points for prayer
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Chris and Tessa Write. . .
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Faith Welfare Trust (FWT) is a Christian charity set up in 1987 which runs 2 homes for deprived children near
Chennai, South India, one for boys and one for girls. The homes are called ‘Nambikkai Illam’ which means ‘Home of
Hope’ in the local Tamil language. FWT has also provided funding to build Faith Public School (350 miles north of
Chennai) which opened in 2004 and supports the education of around 100 poor children in Rajamundry, Andhra
Pradesh.
FWT is registered in the UK (charity number 327557). More information is available on our website 

www.faithwelfaretrust.org www.facebook.com/faithwelfaretrust
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Faith Welfare Trust

The Old Vicarage

Acklington

Northumberland

NE65 9BL

01 670 760620

www.faithwelfaretrust.org

facebook/faithwelfaretrust

fwt.news@gmail .com

Contact FWT

That the provision of free

school meals wil l attract

more children to Faith

Public School.

That the children keep

healthy and free from

accidents, especial ly on the

roads as they travel to and

from school.

That the wardens be given

strength and guidance from

above in the demanding

work of caring for the

children 7 days a week.

That those who've grown

up and left Nambikkai I l lam

continue in the Christian

faith in their new

surroundings.

Carrom has been a popular game in
India for over 300 years and the children
at Nambikkai Illam are big fans.

The game is played on a board made
of lacquered plywood. Carrom uses
disks, and not balls. The objective of play
is to use a striker disk with a flick of the
finger to make contact with and move
lighter object disks called carrom men,
which are thus propelled into one of four

corner pockets, a bit like a cross between snooker and tiddlywinks!

Did You Know?




