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We’re happy to announce the

appointment of a social worker at Nambikkai

Illam. Asha commenced employment in July

and is working with us 5 days a week.

Her role will involve interacting with

the children, being there to listen to any

worries or problems they may have and to

counsel them as necessary.

Another aspect ofAsha’s role will be to

assess the home environment which the

children will return to when they leave

Nambikkai Illam and try to spot any

potential problems.

She will also carry out some research in

the nearby villages to determine the best

ways of using the resource of the church hall

at Navalur to benefit the local community.

Thank you to everyone who has been

praying for many years for the appointment

of a social worker. Please continue to pray

Asha will settle into the role and that her

presence will be a real benefit to the current

and future children living at Nambikkai

Illam.

Toronto BBQ Raises over $1 000CAD
This year marked the first annual

Sheppard Gospel Hall Labour Day Charity

BBQ and Yard Sale. It was held from 11am

to 3pm on September 3rd. While the weather

man said we should expect to be hit by the

tail end of a hurricane, our God knew better

and saw to answer our prayers by blessing us

with a sunny and cloudless day! The storm

hit hard the following day.

The event was held with the intention of

being a blessing to a worthy cause such as

FWT and raising awareness to us as a church

in the community. Both objectives were met

with more than 50 visitors coming through

and buying something, enjoying a

hamburger or some baked goodies, doing a

craft or letting their kids enjoy themselves

on the bouncy castle. Many of the visitors

spent time looking at the information display

about the work that FWT is doing.

At the end of the day all expectations

were surpassed when the tallies were made

from the BBQ, crafts, baked

goods and yard sale. In total

$1250CAD was raised for FWT.

All praise goes to God for

granting a successful event and

granting an increase far beyond

what we could have hoped to

accomplish with the resources

we had to run the event. God

willing we will have even more

success next year!

On behalf of the Church of

God in Toronto Outreach

Facilitation Committee, Andrew

McCall.
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After 20 years of service, and on

reaching the age of 60, Leela

decided to retire as warden of

Nambikkai Illam. As mentioned in

previous issues Leela was a very

important part ofNambikkai Illam's

history and is regarded by many of

the children who've passed through

our care in the last 20 years as a

mother.

Our Indian colleagues in the

Nambikkai Illam Trust have secured

the services of a new warden.

Kavitha started work at the

homes on 3rd September and spent

time with Leela learning the ropes.

Asha reports both staff and children

are adapting well to the change.

We hope to tell you a little more

about Kavitha in the next newsletter.

We ask you to pray for Kavitha in

her new role as warden and for the

children as they continue to adapt to

the staff changes.

New Warden
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When the Nambikkai Illam Children's Home opened

in Vengadu Village, Tamil Nadu, 1992 it was a home for

boys only. It was another 5 years before a new home for

girls was built in neighbouring Navalur.

On 1 st June 1997 8 young girls came to stay at

Nambikkai Illam, one of them was Seetha. Seetha spent

10 years at Nambikkai Illam before leaving at

the age of 16 in 2007. Seetha is now living with her

brother and his wife in a village just outside Pernambet.

She is currently working as a computer tutor.

As she was one of the first of the girls to leave,

Nambikkai Illam have a keen interest in her future and

maintain regular phone contact. It's hoped that as Asha

settles into her new role she'll be able to

visit those who have left the homes like

Seetha to ensure they have been able to

reintegrate into normal society.

Although the children in Nambikkai

Illam have faced difficulties in life they

are now in a protective atmosphere.

Returning to 'normal life' can

sometimes be tricky. Another of

Asha's roles will be to help the older

children prepare for this change

before they leave the home to make

sure they can make best use of the

opportunities they have. Finding

suitable employment and a place to

stay are of paramount importance.

Where Are They Now?

NameSeetha
Came to Nambikkai Illam
Age 6
Age now21
Where is she now?
Living near Pernambet working as
a computer tutor

Pupil Numbers Increase At Faith Public School
We're delighted to report the buiding work at Faith

Public School is complete. We now have kitchen

facilities on site and are able to offer our children a

cooked meal every lunchtime.

We had hoped to see a resurgence in pupil

numbers as a result of this venture and we're happy the

number of pupils on the school roll has increased by

around 50%.

FPS runs from 0830 to 1630, with one hour break

for lunch, 6 days a week. Before starting class work

the students attend a time of prayer, singing and Bible

reading, concluding with the national pledge.
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YES
WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US!
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Beedis accounted for 48% of

Indian tobacco consumption in

2008. Beedis are slim, hand-rolled,

unfiltered cigarettes consisting of

about 0.2 gram of sun-dried and

processed tobacco flakes, rolled in

a tendu leaf held together by a

cotton thread. Like all tobacco

use, beedis increase the risk of

certain kinds of cancers, heart

disease and lung disease. The

World Health Organisation states

when compared to conventional

cigarettes, "beedis produce equal

or higher levels of nicotine, tar,

and other toxic chemicals."

Since labour for children

under 14 years of age is illegal in

hazardous industries, according to

the Child Labour (Prohibition and

Regulation) Act 1986, it's difficult

to attain accurate figures of the

scale of the child labour problem

in this industry. It's estimated that

10% of all female beedi workers

and 5% ofmale workers are under

14 years of age.

One of the reasons children,

mainly girls, are used so much is

they're believed to have 'nimble

fingers' and are therefore more

adept at rolling cigarettes.

Unfortunately the skin on their

fingertips begins to thin as the

years pass, and by the time they

reach their 40s they're unable to

roll cigarettes any more.

Many of the children cared for

by Nambikkai Illam have been

rescued from this industry. The

story that follows is the story of

just 1 boy who was trapped in

beedi rolling before being cared for

by Nambikkai Illam.

My name is Adit* and my

father got into debt when I was a

young child. When he realised he

couldn't afford to pay offthe

money he owed he sent me to work

for the moneylender to attempt to

clear his debt. I was very young

and should have been going to

school but there was no way my

family could afford to send me. I

was given a quota and had to roll

over 1000 beedis a day. IfI didn't

roll enough beedis I would be

beaten and recieve no pay.

The pressure to meet the quota

is so intense that many children

like me skip their meals and even

avoid drinking water so they do

not need to go to the toilet. Every

day I worked for 12 hours sitting in

the same position for the whole

day. IfI'd rolled enough beedis I

got 15 minutes to eat some lunch.

IfI rolled at least 1000 beedis a

day I'd earn around £1 a week

which would go towards my

father's debt.

I was constantly exposed to

tobacco dust and toxic chemicals;

coughing, chest pains, vomiting

and headaches were common

ailments. I know people who have

been doing this for years and they

have developed illnesses such as

TB, chronic bronchitis, asthma,

skin and spinal problems from

sitting in the same position for so

long.

I was one ofthe fortunate

ones. When I was 9 I was taken

away from Pernambet to stay at

Nambikkai Illam.

Life was so different at

Nambikkai Illam, I was able to

attend school and get an

education. When I left I was in a

position to return to my home town

ofPernambet and get a job. I am

now married with a family.

Adit came to Nambikkai Illam

when he was 9 years old and was

given the chance to go to School

and learn about the love ofGod.

There are many others like him

who need our help and we thank

you for enabling us to help those

we can.

FWT can only reach a small

handful of the estimated 1 .7

million children working in this

industry but for the ones we do

reach we show them that someone

does care. We can ensure they get

a proper education and have the

opportunity to escape the poverty

trap. For just £40 a month we can

accomodate, feed and educate a

child. We show the love ofGod to

these children and are grateful to

God for his continual care.

t's estimated that more than 1 .7 million children work in India's

beedi rolling industry. Many of the children FWT care for come

from the Pernambet area where beedi rolling is prevalent, your

money enables FWT to provide a hope and a future for these

children. This is just one of their stories. . .
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* name changed to protect identify



There is a saying, “A change is as good as a rest” which highlights the positive

and stimulating aspect ofaltering our daily routine but, often, change can be a

stressful business, whether it be moving house, a new job or a new school. One ofthe

very good things we are able to give to the children living at the Nambikkai Illam

homes is stability. They can be sure that their lives will fit in with a pattern ofgoing

to school, doing their work, playing and being well-nourished, both physically and

spiritually. Within that framework there are occasional changes such as outings and

special events but the framework is there, providing a reliable backdrop to their lives.

Ifthey were not cared for at Nambikkai Illam, these children would probably be

having to cope with being looked after by different people, perhaps moving from

place to place, not knowing ifthere would be enough to eat each day and having no

consistent schooling (ifany at all) .

Sometimes, however, change is inevitable, even at Nambikkai Illam, and in

September we welcomed Kavitha, the new warden at the girls' home. After a

changeover period in which she and Leela worked together to hand over the running

ofthe home as smoothly as possible, Leela left us to return to her home county of

Kerala and Kavitha took charge ofthe girls' home. It will have been hard for the girls

(and other staff) to part with Leela, a mainstay ofour homes for so many years, but

we trust that Kavitha will already be becoming part ofthe stable and reliable

environment that these children need. Another change we welcome is the appointment

ofa qualified social worker, Asha, who you can read about inside this newsletter.

Meanwhile, we continue to value the wardens at the boys' home – Chandra and his

wife Sumathi – who have been doing a

fantastic job there for 10 years. Their

knowledge and experience ofrunning

the homes is especially valuable at this

time ofchange. We thank God for

providing Nambikkai Illam with such

caring, capable and dedicated members

ofstaff, for whom caring for the

children is so much more than just a

job.
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You can help!

Points for prayer
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Chris and Tessa Write. . .
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Faith Welfare Trust (FWT) is a Christian charity set up in 1987 which runs 2 homes for deprived children near

Chennai, South India, one for boys and one for girls. The homes are called ‘Nambikkai Illam’ which means ‘Home of

Hope’ in the local Tamil language. FWT has also provided funding to build Faith Public School (350 miles north of

Chennai) which opened in 2004 and supports the education of around 100 poor children in Rajamundry, Andhra

Pradesh.

FWT is registered in the UK (charity number 327557). More information is available on our website -

www.faithwelfaretrust.org www.facebook.com/faithwelfaretrust
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Faith Welfare Trust

The Old Vicarage

Acklington

Northumberland

NE65 9BL

01 670 760620

www.faithwelfaretrust.org

facebook/faithwelfaretrust

fwt.news@gmail .com

Contact FWT

That Kavitha and Asha

settle well as part of the

team running the children's

homes.

That the numbers at FPS

continue to increase with

the free lunches.

That al l the children in our

care continue to be healthy.

That the older ones who

wil l be leaving school at the

end of the academic year

wil l find suitable work or

training.

Can you spot Tessa?




