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The Children at Nambikkai Illam are currently enjoying the

summer holidays from school. Exams took place in March and

April and we're glad to report all but 1 child passed their exams.

Thankfully he'll get another chance to sit his exam and still has

another few years left at school to brush up!

The summer holidays are a time of change at the homes, older

children are encouraged to go on to further education to give them

the best opportunity to find good jobs and new younger children

come to stay at the homes for the first time.

As the children reach the age of needing training or further

education, their needs are assessed so that they can be placed

appropriately. Some of the older children will leave Nambikkai

Illam if their place of study is far from the home. They'll still

receive help and support from Faith Welfare Trust in their studies

and their attempts to find their first jobs.

The older children pictured on the left have all finished

school and have passed all their exams:

Saravanan has now left the home and is hoping to find a course

in commerce. He is now living with his brother Satish who also

grew up in Nambikkai Illam.

Asha left the home last year and has returned to Pernambut. With

the help of financial support from Faith Welfare Trust Asha has

now joined a computing course in her local area.

Subash & Chinimani, both 18, have started further education at a

local college. As part of their course they also receive English

lessons further improving their chance of finding good jobs. Both

will remain at the homes during their studies. An early bus

journey means both have to leave the home by 7am every day.

Karthick finished his course and has found a job in Chennai as a

car mechanic working for Maruti Suzuki - one of the biggest car

companies in India. He has now left the home and is living in

Chennai.

Vasanth has found a course in mechanical engineering nearby

and will stay at the home while he completes his studies.

We would like to thank you all for your continued support

over the years. Your help has enabled all these young people, and

many more, grow up in a loving Christian environment. When

children are admitted to Nambikkai Illam they receive clean

clothes, good food, loving care from the staff, a good education

and a stable start in life. They have all been rescued from some

form of deprivation and we wish all our older children well in

their new courses.

Further Education For Older Boys & Girls
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Ragul came to Nambikkai Illam when he was just 7

years old. Ragul finished school passing all his exams

before leaving to study for a BBA in Business

Administration at the

University OfMadras. Ragul now works for Goodlink

in Chennai.

Many of our children continue in further education

when they leave Nambikkai Illam. Faith

Welfare Trust will contribute towards

fees for further education.

India is currently the 34th fastest

growing economy in the world (the UK

is the 188th) but despite this almost a

third of Indians still live on less than

1 .25 US dollars a day. The more

opportunities we can provide for the

children ofNambikkai Illam to study

the better chance they have of

securing a good job and escaping the

poverty trap.

Ragul, along with other older

boys, regularly visits Nambikkai

Illam.

Where Are They Now?

Name
Ragul

Came to Nambikkai Illam

Age 7

Age now
22

Where is he now?

Living and working in Chennai

As is the same the world over

one of the most important parts of

the school year is exam time. The

Indian education system has 12

years of schooling at three levels.

The Elementary level comprises of

eight years (years 1 -8) - Five years

of Primary and three years ofUpper

Primary Stages. This is followed by

two years of Secondary level (years

9-10) and finally two years of

Higher Secondary level (years 11 -

12).

The children from Nambikkai

Illam had exams from March 27th to

April 1 2th. From 10th standard 3

boys; Tamilmaran, Appu and

Sandeep and 6 girls; Sindhu, Akila,

Thenmozhi, Divya, Archana and

Vijayalakshmi sat exams. From

12th standard 3 boys Vasanth,

Nagaraj and Saravanan all sat their

exams. As reported on the previous

page all children, except one, passed

their exams and will pick up their

certificates in the near future.

Exams Are Over

Nambikkai Illam Trust, who look after the day to

day running of the homes in India, are currently working

with the Social Welfare Board to assess the suitability of

children looking for a place at Nambikkai Illam.

Nambikkai Illam Trust go through a similar process each

year looking at our capacity and the needs of the children

who require care. This year we expect 9 new girls and 7

new boys to arrive at the homes and we hope to bring

you some pictures of the new children in the next issue!

We ask you to pray for the trustees in India who

dedicate time from their busy schedules to ensure the

homes run as smoothly as possible. Please also pray the

new children will settle into their new environment.

New Children Coming To Nambikkai I l lam



Bible study at 6.00am After Bible study, get ready for school, above Tamilmaran packing his school bag and Vasanth studying

The boys and girls looking smart ready to leave for school at 8.30am Above Monica waves goodbye and Sharmila excitedly smiles on the journey in the van to school Home from school at 4.30pm followed by prayer & snacks

After snacks duties follow; washing clothes, sweeping the grounds or even helping to prepare for dinner

Prayer time at 7.30pm full of singing, teaching and reading. 8pm dinner time - above Logesh shows off his plate full. Night activites are homework, dancing, games or reading Above - after a long day Subash

. falls asleep2

A day in

the life at

Nambikkai Illam
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7.45am Mani & Naga waiting for breakfastGirls preparing their hair for school

Play time 5.30pm, making mud cakes, playing table tennis, cricket or blind man's buff

A day in

the life at

Nambikkai Illam
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Christmas Day Fun...
At Nambikkai Illam they celebrate Christmas twice!

First is the Christmas Programme, held on the first

Saturday of December where the children perform

dances and sing songs for the assembled guests before a

short bible message is given and all the children receive

a small gift. All this is followed by big meal together.

A smaller celebration is held on Christmas Day.

2012 Christmas celebrations were held at Vengadu on

26th December. The celebrations were held back a day

as some visitors from the UK didn't arrive until late on

25th December.

All the boys, girls and staff were gathered together

and lots of fun was had by all. The children (and adults)

enjoyed taking part in games such as musical chairs,

sack races, cricket and various other fun activities.

After the games were complete all sat down to enjoy the

traditional Christmas Dinner of Chicken Biryani,

followed by ice cream and cake!



Power cuts are a regular problem in Tamil Nadu.

Scheduled power cuts happen every day at Nambikkai

Illam, the timings can vary throughout the year but a

power cut of 2 hours mid afternoon, 1 hour around 2200

and another power cut around 0500 is the norm. These

are in addition to unexpected power cuts which happen

almost every day.

These scheduled power cuts are a last-resort

measure used by electricity companies to avoid a total

blackout when demand for electricity exceeds the power

supply capability of the network.

As the sun sets at around 1800 throughout the year,

Nambikkai Illam use generators to provide power when

needed to ensure meals can be cooked and lighting is

available but they try to use these as little as possible to

save on fuel costs. As you can see in the picture candles

provide evening light for reading and games.

Power cuts at night can prove particularly

uncomfortable as ceiling fans and air conditioning units

cut out unexpectedly. Nambikkai Illam children have

ceiling fans which not only help keep them cool but also

disperse the mosquitoes.

As we approach the cooler time of year the children

will make less use of the ceiling fans; anything below

30oC is considered cold by the children and some will

even resort to wearing ear muffs to keep warm!
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Free Eye Tests

East Of Scotland Car Boot Sale
In October and November some of the ladies from the East of Scotland Churches Of

God held car boot sales in Livingston. A group of around 6 helped out each time setting up

the stall, pricing items and selling the goods! Everything from soap to computer games,

shoes to books and calculators to torches were on sale and over £250 was raised for Faith

Welfare Trust - enough to home, clothe and feed a child at Nambikkai Illam for 6 months!

Thank you to all involved for your hard work, it was well worth the effort!

If you've got a loft or garage full of things you're unlikely to use again why not hold

your own Car Boot Sale and donate the proceeds to Faith Welfare Trust? Not only will you

declutter vital storage space but you'll also be helping deprived children in India find a safe

and loving home and giving them the opportunity to receive a good education.

The Challenges Of Living In India

On 23rd February this year, in a

joint initiative between Nambikkai

Illam Trust and the KK Surgical and

Paediatric Centre in Tambaram, free

eye tests were given to the boys and

girls from the homes. A clinic was

also set up in Vengadu Village and

around 100 local villagers also

benefited from attending the free eye

camp. This was all provided at no

cost to Faith Welfare Trust.

33 people needed glasses and

these were distributed in the village

by 2 of our workers. Only 2% of

Indians are Christian and we pray

that our long presence in the area,

and this practical demonstration of

Christ's love in the village where our

boys home is, encourages our Hindu

neighbours to seek to know more

about Christ and his love.



Ifyou turn to the centre pages, you'll see lots oflovely photos ofthe children at

Nambikkai Illam, going about their daily routine and enjoying life to the full! This is as

it should be – the reason all ofus support FWTin our various ways is because we want

to see the smiles on the children's faces and hear ofthe progress they are making, both

at the home and after they leave. Slightly less photogenic is an often unsung band of

people who give up their time and resources to enable the good work at Nambikkai

Illam to happen – the trustees, in the UK and India. They run two independent charities

that work in partnership; Faith Welfare Trust (FWT) in the UK and Nambikkai Illam

Trust (NIT) in India. They have a very close relationship – FWTonly supports NITand

NIThas no other supporters.

FWThas nine trustees, three ofwhom have been on the board since it was founded

in 1987! They visit the homes and school when they can, depending on individual

circumstances, building up relationships with the children, staffand NIT trustees. They

meet twice a year in the UK to review all that is happening at the homes and Faith

Public School (FPS) and consider recommendations to pass to the board oftrustees of

NIT. Their other very important role is fund-raising and all money raised is passed on

to NITas and when needed.

The board ofNIThas similarly long-serving members – “Aunty Rani” who retired

last year had been on the board since its inception, as has the current chairman, Mr

Prabakaran. Having lost a few board members through ill-health and relocation, the

board has recruited two new members – Dr Esther who is a GP in a nearby town and

Mrs Soundrakumari who has been a warden ofa

children's home herselfbefore she retired. The

trustees ofNIT, who meet approximately 4 times

a year, oversee the running ofthe two homes

and FPS, and manage recruitment (ofboth staff

and new children) as well as financial matters.

The two boards liaise on matters ofcommon

concern and enjoy a close relationship, with UK

trustees often attending an NITboard meeting

when they visit India. The photo above shows three NITmembers: Mrs Rani Darmaraj,

retired chair, Mr Prabakaran, current chair andMr Dhyaneswar, long-standing board

member – all watching the children's Christmas performance with rapt attention!
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Points for prayer

6

Chris and Tessa Write. . .

2

Faith Welfare Trust (FWT) is a Christian charity set up in 1987 which runs 2 homes for deprived children near

Chennai, South India, one for boys and one for girls. The homes are called ‘Nambikkai Illam’ which means ‘Home of

Hope’ in the local Tamil language. FWT has also provided funding to build Faith Public School (350 miles north of

Chennai) which opened in 2004 and supports the education of around 100 poor children in Rajamundry, Andhra

Pradesh.

FWT is registered in the UK (charity number 327557). More information is available on our website -

www.faithwelfaretrust.org www.facebook.com/faithwelfaretrust
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Contact FWT

That the older children

leaving the home wil l do

well in their studies and

find suitable jobs in the

future.

That the new children

arriving at Nambikkai

I l lam settle in quickly to

their new surroundings.

That planned research in

vi l lage results in the

church hall being a

benefit for the local

community.

Faith Welfare Trust

The Old Vicarage

Acklington

Northumberland

NE65 9BL

01 670 760620

www.faithwelfaretrust.org

facebook/faithwelfaretrust

fwt.news@gmail .com

You can help!




